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 This research employs a bibliometric analysis to explore the 

multifaceted landscape of government involvement in social welfare. 

Drawing on an extensive body of literature from diverse disciplines 

such as sociology, political science, economics, public administration, 

and public health, the study aims to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the intricate connections between governance 

structures, societal norms, economic factors, and individual well-being. 

The analysis includes a detailed examination of publication trends, 

authorship patterns, citation networks, keyword co-occurrence, and 

the use of VOSviewer visualizations to map the intellectual structure 

of the field. Key findings from the bibliometric analysis showcase a 

steady increase in publications over the past two decades, indicating 

sustained scholarly interest and responsiveness to real-world 

challenges. Collaborative authorship networks and highly cited works 

contribute to an interdisciplinary discourse that enriches the study of 

government roles in social welfare. The analysis of terms with the most 

and fewer occurrences reveals central themes such as impact factor, 

sustainability, cost, science, and performance, as well as nuanced 

concepts including social work, climate change, and influence. 

Keywords: 

Government, Social Welfare, 

Policy Development, Social 

Impacts, Bibliometric Analysis 

This is an open access article under the CC BY-SA license. 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Name:  Achmad Zahruddin  

Institution: Universitas Baturaja  

Email: achmadzahruddin@fisip.unbara.ac.id  

mailto:achmadzahruddin@fisip.unbara.ac.id
mailto:aditmohammadaziz@iaimkotamobagu.ac.id
mailto:herniramayanti70@gmail.com
mailto:andika.isma@unm.ac.id
mailto:ratna.dewi@uin-suska.ac.id
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
mailto:achmadzahruddin@fisip.unbara.ac.id


West Science Social and Humanities Studies    136

  

Vol. 01, No. 03, September 2023, pp. 135~144 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Social welfare, a cornerstone of 

societal well-being, is intricately tied to the 

policies and interventions enacted by 

governments across the globe. The dynamic 

interplay between governmental actions and 

the welfare of individuals and communities 

has been a subject of extensive scholarly 

exploration. The evolution of social welfare 

policies reflects not only shifts in political 

ideologies but also responses to societal 

needs, economic fluctuations, and cultural 

changes [1]–[4]. 

Social welfare policies have evolved 

over time in response to societal needs, 

economic fluctuations, and cultural changes. 

A global perspective on social welfare policies 

can be found in the study "Austerity, Social 

Work and Welfare Policies: A Global 

Perspective". This study discusses the impact 

of austerity measures on social work and 

welfare policies worldwide. It highlights the 

challenges faced by social workers and 

policymakers in addressing poverty, social 

work, and social intervention in the context of 

economic constraints and changing societal 

needs [5][6]. 

Another study, "Mothers and Fathers 

in Parliament: MP Parental Status and Family 

Gaps from a Global Perspective," compares 

the marital and parental status of legislators in 

25 diverse parliaments around the world [7]. 

The study finds that family gaps between men 

and women members of parliament (MPs) 

were narrower under conditions of higher 

female employment, women in parliamentary 

leadership, and lower rates of child mortality. 

This suggests that motherhood penalties for 

women MPs are likely to diminish with 

increases in women’s paid employment, 

better social welfare provisions, and more 

women in parliamentary leadership positions 

[8]. 

In the context of tax policy and 

sourcing strategy, a study titled "Tax Policy 

and Sourcing Strategy — A Social Welfare 

Perspective" examines the incentives, 

possibilities, and benefits of reshoring from 

the perspective of social welfare [9]. The study 

indicates that firms may continue offshoring 

even if the government provides tax 

incentives. Reshoring may increase 

employment in the home country, but it also 

has a negative effect on domestic consumer 

surplus, potentially impairing overall social 

welfare given the tax policy implemented by 

the government. 

Overall, social welfare policies are 

influenced by various factors, including 

political ideologies, societal needs, economic 

conditions, and cultural changes. 

Understanding these factors and their 

interplay is crucial for developing effective 

social welfare policies that address the needs 

of individuals and communities worldwide. 

Social welfare policy formulation and 

execution are complex procedures that need 

for striking a careful balance between 

personal freedom and governmental 

authority. As major designers of social 

systems, governments are essential in 

formulating, carrying out, and assessing 

policies that affect the well-being of their 

constituents. Comprehending the complex 

dynamics of this association is essential for 

formulating efficient and just policies that 

cater to the varied requirements of 

communities. 

By using bibliometric analysis as a 

lens, this research aims to advance our 

understanding of the government's 

involvement in social welfare. The potential 

and difficulties for social welfare change with 

societies, thus it is important to have a 

thorough understanding of the most recent 

research on the subject. This study uses 

bibliometric techniques to methodically 
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examine the large amount of literature 

devoted to investigating the complex 

relationships between social welfare 

outcomes and government initiatives. The 

justification for utilizing bibliometric analysis 

is its capacity to reduce enormous volumes of 

scholarly literature into measurable metrics 

and patterns. This strategy makes it possible 

to identify important trends, seminal works, 

and research approaches used in the 

investigation of government involvement in 

social welfare. The research hopes to provide 

insightful information on gaps in the body of 

existing literature, emerging themes, and the 

development of thought through this 

methodical analysis. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW  

2.1 Historical Perspectives 

It is essential to have a historical 

perspective that charts the development of 

policies and interventions in order to 

comprehend the role of government in social 

welfare. Early in the 20th century, the United 

States saw revolutionary events like the New 

Deal, in which the government was 

instrumental in resolving the Great 

Depression's economic effects. Likewise, the 

establishment of welfare states by European 

nations following World War II signified a 

paradigm change in the way people 

interacted with their governments [1], [2], [4]. 

Historical assessments demonstrate 

how governments adapt to the socioeconomic 

climate that is now in place and how 

important it is to lessen the negative effects of 

crises on populations that are already at risk. 

Through the application of a historical lens, it 

becomes evident how governments have 

gradually taken on more duties in promoting 

social welfare through the implementation of 

new laws and policies [2], [3]. 

2.2 Current Frameworks 

Modern social welfare programs are 

implemented within a variety of frameworks 

that represent different social, political, and 

economic philosophies. For example, the 

social investment viewpoint places a strong 

emphasis on proactive government 

involvement to improve employability and 

human capital. Conversely, residual welfare 

models place more emphasis on government 

intervention as a safety net for people who 

can't get by without it [10], [11]. 

In addition, public-private 

partnerships have become increasingly 

important in the field of social welfare, as 

governments team up with corporate and 

non-governmental groups to tackle intricate 

societal issues. This section examines the 

many frameworks that governments use 

around the world and considers how they 

may affect social welfare outcomes [12]–[14]. 

2.3 Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

The literature on government and 

social welfare is inherently interdisciplinary, 

drawing from fields such as sociology, 

political science, economics, public 

administration, and public health. 

Interdisciplinary approaches enable a 

comprehensive understanding of the intricate 

connections between governance structures, 

societal norms, economic factors, and 

individual well-being [1], [2], [4], [15]–[18]. 

Scholarly works often emphasize the need for 

collaboration across disciplines to address the 

multifaceted challenges associated with social 

welfare. This section reviews key 

interdisciplinary perspectives and their 

contributions to the evolving discourse on the 

role of government in shaping social welfare. 

 

3. METHODS  

Bibliometric analysis is a powerful 

methodological tool used to map the 

intellectual structure of research in a 
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particular field, providing quantitative 

insights into the patterns, trends and impact 

of scholarly publications [19]. In the context of 

this study, bibliometric analysis was chosen as 

the main method to systematically review and 

quantify the literature on the role of 

government in social welfare. 

To get a comprehensive picture of the 

scholarly landscape, three major databases - 

Web of Science - are systematically searched. 

The search strategy will include keyword 

combinations such as "government", "social 

welfare", "policy development", and 

"evaluation". The inclusion criteria consisted 

of articles published in journals that had been 

peer-reviewed over a period of time to ensure 

relevance and currency with the help of 

Publish or Perish (PoP) software accessed on 

August 25, 2023. 

Table 1. Data Metrics 

Publication 

years 
: 1978-2023 

Citation 

years 
: 45 (1978-2023) 

Paper : 980 

Citations : 116490 

Cites/year : 2588.67 

Cites/paper : 118.87 

Cites/author : 47341.72 

Papers/auth

or 
: 375.73 

Author/pape

r 
: 3.30 

h-index : 158 

g-index : 297 

hI,norm : 93 

hI,annual : 2.07 

hA-index : 67 

Papers with 

ACC 

: 

1,2,5,10,20:920,891,809,665,4

22 

Source: Publish or Perish (2023) 

Data Analysis 

The extracted data will be used to 

analyze publication trends over time. This 

involves creating a timeline to visualize the 

growth of literature on the role of government 

in social welfare. Peaks and valleys in 

publication activity will be identified, 

providing insight into periods of increased 

research interest. Authorship patterns will be 

examined to identify influential researchers 

and collaborations within the field. Network 

analysis will be used to visualize co-

authorship networks, revealing key figures 

and intellectual hubs in governance and social 

welfare studies. 

Citation analysis will be conducted to 

identify important works and flows of ideas 

in the literature. Highly cited articles indicate 

influential contributions, and citation 

networks will illustrate the relationships 

between key publications. A comprehensive 

keyword analysis will reveal the thematic 

focus of the literature. This involves 

identifying prevalent keywords, analyzing 

their evolution over time, and creating visual 

representations, such as keyword occurrence 

networks, to illustrate thematic linkages. 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Figure 1. Mapping Results 

VOSviewer visualizations enhance 

the interpretability of bibliometric data and 
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connected research themes as in figure 1. 

Figures 3 and 4 integrate co-authorship, 

citation and keyword analysis into a unified 

visualization, which offers a comprehensive 

overview of the intellectual structure within 

the field. 

 
Figure 2. Trend Research 

The peaks in publication activity 

coincide with major global events, such as 

economic recessions, pandemics, and shifts in 

political landscapes (Figure 2). This indicates 

a responsiveness of the scholarly community 

to real-world challenges, emphasizing the 

timeliness and relevance of research on 

government roles in social welfare. 

 

Figure 3. Mapping Cluster 

The cluster analysis reveals distinct 

thematic clusters within the literature on 

government involvement in social welfare 

(Figure 3). Each cluster represents a group of 

related topics and concepts, offering insights 

into the interconnected nature of research in 

this field. 

Table 2. Identifications Cluster 

Clust

er 

Tota

l 

Item

s 

Most 

frequent 

keywords 

(occurrenc

es) 

Keyword 

1 14 Circural 

economy 

(25), CSR 

(20), social 

benefit (25) 

Benefit, 

blockchain, 

circural 

economy, 

concept, 

SCR, cost, 

current 

status, 

environmen

tal impact, 

industry, 

social 

benefit, 

society, 

sustainabilit

y, 

sustainable 

developmen

t, theory 

2 9 Consequen

ce (30, 

intellectual 

structure 

(25) 

Consequenc

e, impact 

factor, 

influence, 

intellectual 

structure, 

measure, 

productivity

, science, 

tool, web 

3 6 Communit

y (25) 

Climate 

change, 

community, 

health, 

social care, 

social 
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service, 

tourism 

4 6 Economy 

(25) 

Covid, 

economy, 

government

, network, 

pandemic, 

time 

5 6 Social 

impact (30) 

Health care, 

performanc

e, social 

impact, 

social 

science, 

social work, 

structure 

Source: Results Processing Data (2023) 

The identified clusters provide a 

structured overview of prevalent themes in 

the literature on government roles in social 

welfare. Each cluster represents a thematic 

concentration, reflecting the 

multidimensionality of research in this field. 

Cluster 1 emphasizes sustainability, 

corporate social responsibility, and social 

benefit, highlighting the interconnectedness 

of economic and social considerations. This 

aligns with the growing emphasis on circular 

economy principles and socially responsible 

business practices in the context of 

government interventions.  

Cluster 2 delves into consequences 

and intellectual structure, underscoring a 

critical exploration of the impact of 

government actions and the theoretical 

underpinnings shaping social welfare 

research. This suggests a methodological and 

theoretical focus within this cluster. 

Cluster 3 focuses on community-

related themes, emphasizing the importance 

of collective well-being, health, and social 

services. The keywords within this cluster 

suggest a holistic approach to understanding 

the social dynamics and challenges within 

communities.  

Cluster 4 centers around economic 

considerations, reflecting an exploration of 

the economic implications and challenges 

associated with government interventions in 

social welfare. The keywords highlight a focus 

on the economy, government policies, and the 

temporal aspects of societal well-being. 

Cluster 5 revolves around the social impact of 

government actions, emphasizing the 

assessment of societal consequences, health 

care, and the structural dimensions of social 

welfare. This cluster indicates a concern for 

the broader societal implications and 

outcomes of government interventions. 

These clusters collectively contribute 

to a nuanced understanding of the 

multifaceted nature of government 

involvement in social welfare. Researchers 

and policymakers can leverage these insights 

to inform targeted inquiries and evidence-

based policy decisions that address the 

diverse and interconnected challenges within 

the realm of social welfare. 

 
Figure 4. Authors Collaboration 

Table 3. Citations Analys 

Citation

s 

Authors and 

year 
Title 

7652 H Chen, RHL 

Chiang, VC 

Storey (2012) 

Business 

intelligence 

and analytics: 



West Science Social and Humanities Studies    141

  

Vol. 01, No. 03, September 2023, pp. 135~144 

Citation

s 

Authors and 

year 
Title 

From big data 

to big impact 

6173 M 

Geissdoerfer, 

P Savaget, 

NMP Bocken 

(2017) 

The Circular 

Economy-A 

new 

sustainability 

paradigm? 

2803 N Donthu, S 

Kumar, D 

Mukherjee, N 

Pandey 

(2021) 

How to 

conduct a 

bibliometric 

analysis: An 

overview and 

guidelines 

1806 K 

Subramanya

m (1983) 

Bibliometric 

studies of 

research 

collaboration: 

A review 

1477 FGA De 

Bakker, P 

Groenewege

n (2005) 

A bibliometric 

analysis of 30 

years of 

research and 

theory on 

corporate 

social 

responsibility 

and corporate 

social 

performance 

1373 TU Daim, G 

Rueda, H 

Martin, P 

Gerdisri 

(2006) 

Forecasting 

emerging 

technologies: 

Use of 

bibliometrics 

and patient 

analysis 

1102 AFJ Van 

Raan (2005) 

Fatal 

attraction: 

Conceptual 

and 

methodologic

al problems in 

Citation

s 

Authors and 

year 
Title 

the ranking of 

universities by 

bibliometric 

methods 

930 O Persson, R 

Danell (2009) 

How to use 

Bibexcel for 

various types 

of bibliometric 

analysis 

899 HG Small 

(1978) 

Cited 

documents as 

concepts 

symbols 

854 RP Van der 

Have, L 

Rubalcaba 

(2016) 

Social 

innovation 

research: An 

emerging area 

of innovation 

studies? 

Source: Results Processing Data (2023) 

Together, these frequently mentioned 

publications advance our multidisciplinary 

knowledge of the functions played by 

government in social welfare. Business 

intelligence, sustainability paradigms, 

bibliometric analysis, collaborative research, 

corporate social responsibility, technological 

forecasting, university rankings, and social 

innovation are just a few of the many themes 

they cover. 

The wide range of subjects these 

works cover demonstrates the multifaceted 

character of the field and the requirement for 

perspectives from many academic fields in 

order to fully address the difficulties 

associated with social welfare. In addition, the 

durability of certain works—like Small's 

investigation into quoted papers as symbols—

highlights the fundamental ideas' continuing 

significance in the dynamic field of social 

welfare and government interventions. 



West Science Social and Humanities Studies    142

  

Vol. 01, No. 03, September 2023, pp. 135~144 

Scholars, decision-makers, and professionals 

can utilize these seminal works to get 

theoretical frameworks, methodological 

guidelines, and pragmatic insights. These 

works' interdisciplinary viewpoints offer a 

strong starting point for future studies that try 

to improve our comprehension of the complex 

relationship between the activities of the 

government and the welfare of society. 

Table 4. Keywords Analys 

Most occurrences Fewer occurrences 

Occurre

nces 
Term 

Occurre

nces 
Term 

60 Impact 

factor 

20 Concept 

55 Sustaina

bility 

19 Social 

work 

53 Cost 18 Climate 

change 

51 Science 17 Producti

vity 

48 Performa

nce 

17 Influenc

e 

47 Covid 17 Time 

42 Social 

benefit 

15 Pandem

ic 

42 Health 15 Intellect

ual 

structur

e 

39 Society 12 Circular 

econom

y 

38 Tourism 12 Social 

service 

36 Tool 11 Health 

care 

34 Network 11 Current 

status 

33 Benefit 10 Blockch

ain 

32 Govern

ment 

10 Social 

case 

31 Sustaina

ble 

develop

ment 

  

Source: Results Processing Data (2023) 

The analysis of terms with the most 

and fewer occurrences provides a snapshot of 

the key themes and concepts prevalent in the 

literature on government roles in social 

welfare. 

The emphasis on terms such as 

"impact factor," "sustainability," and "cost" 

reflects a multidimensional approach to 

assessing the effectiveness, longevity, and 

economic implications of government 

interventions. The inclusion of terms like 

"science" and "performance" indicates a 

methodological and results-oriented focus, 

emphasizing evidence-based approaches and 

the evaluation of outcomes. 

On the other hand, terms with fewer 

occurrences, including "concept," "social 

work," and "climate change," contribute to a 

more comprehensive understanding of the 

theoretical, practical, and environmental 

dimensions of government roles in social 

welfare. These terms add depth to discussions 

by addressing the conceptual foundations, 

professional practices, and ecological 

considerations associated with social welfare 

policies. 

The diverse range of terms highlights 

the interdisciplinary nature of the field, 

encompassing economic, environmental, 

scientific, and social dimensions. Researchers 

and policymakers can leverage these insights 

to guide future inquiries, ensuring a holistic 

and well-informed approach to the 

development and assessment of social welfare 

policies. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The bibliometric analysis undertaken 

in this research illuminates the evolving 
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discourse on the role of government in social 

welfare. By examining publication trends, 

authorship patterns, citation networks, and 

keyword occurrences, the study reveals a 

dynamic and interconnected field shaped by 

diverse disciplines and global perspectives. 

Highly cited works and central themes such 

as impact factor, sustainability, and cost 

underscore the multifaceted nature of 

government interventions in societal well-

being. 

Interdisciplinary collaboration 

emerges as a key feature, allowing researchers 

to draw on insights from sociology, political 

science, economics, and more. The global 

perspectives presented in the literature 

highlight the need for context-specific policy 

formulations, acknowledging the unique 

socio-political landscapes that shape social 

welfare approaches worldwide. 

As governments grapple with 

complex challenges such as the COVID-19 

pandemic, climate change, and economic 

uncertainties, the findings of this research 

offer practical implications. Policymakers can 

leverage interdisciplinary insights and global 

perspectives to inform evidence-based 

decision-making, ensuring that social welfare 

policies align with the unique needs and 

contexts of diverse populations. 
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